
OLVER ANNOUNCES $250,000 FOR SPECTABLE POND FARM IN SANDISFIELD
May 18, 2004

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced           today that the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has awarded a           $250,000 grant to the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and           Recreation to protect 900 acres of farmland, known as Spectacle Pond           Farm, in Sandisfield. 

           The funding will allow the state to purchase the           property for conservation.

           "This funding is a welcome contribution to conservation           efforts in this area," Olver said. "Protecting the integrity           of this farmland will benefit the numerous species of plants and animals           that live here, maintaining the scenic beauty for the enjoyment of           future generations."

           Conserving this land will ensure the protection of           300-year-old, rare, old-growth hemlock trees and wetlands that are           habitats for many species of plants and animals. The land will also           provide an invaluable resource for recreational activities for local           residents and tourists. 

           Spectacle Pond Farm links two other state-owned properties - the           Otis State Forest and the Clam River Flood Control Facility. The Massachusetts           Audubon Society, the Berkshire Natural Resources Council and the Nature           Conservancy support the protection of this land.

           # # #

           For more information, contact David McGowan at the           Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Protection at 617-626-1314           or david.mcgowan@state.ma.us .
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